
City of Park Ridge Candidate Responses 
 

An environmental plan gives a blueprint to an organization regarding environmental issues.  
Would you support the development of one for your organization?  If yes, what three major 
priorities/issues would you put in the plan? 
 
Lucas Fuksa, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
I support revisiting our old comprehensive plan and incorporating all necessary elements into it including 
environmental, zoning, infrastructure, branding, etc. 
 
Marty Maloney, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
As far as the City of Park Ridge is concerned, there are things that are happening today which are 
positive for the environment.   Beyond the curbside recycling program that is in place, residents can 
recycle batteries, sharps, medicines, light bulbs, electronics, block Styrofoam (limited time during the 
holidays), and old holiday lights (limited time during the holidays).   
  
The City does not have a formal environmental plan, but it does allow residents to recycle in this fashion.  
I believe there are other ways in which the City can take steps to better our environment.   I don’t favor 
commissioning a study or hiring a firm to study or develop a plan.  I believe we have many passionate 
people in Park Ridge who could offer their time and talent to the City to work on a plan.  I know that 
because I am married to one of them.     
  
The first step in developing any sort of plan or blueprint would be to bring together this group of people 
and work on a plan that would set realistic and attainable goals that take into account the role the City 
can and should play as well as involve the other stake holders within Park Ridge 
 
Gail Wilkening, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
A plan is almost always a good thing. It gives a roadmap of possible steps to be taken to make 
improvements.    
Three issues of concern to me would be: 
• Greenspace: How to keep it, how to get more.  We need to keep in mind that concrete in the 
form of parking lots and buildings adds to the flooding problem we face here. 
• Recycling.  The city does a huge recycling event every fall. Perhaps one in the spring could be 
considered, pending cost analysis. 
• Water conservation. The rain barrel initiative and alternative date watering are excellent 
additions to our water conservation concerns. 
 
Rick Van Roeyen, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
I support the idea of an environmental plan, but could not say in advance that our organization should be 
driven by such a plan.  A reasonable plan might include: 

 A community education component to foster the most positive outcomes possible 

 Consideration of incentives for local businesses to contribute to recycling programs 

 Collaboration with certain city departments to promote the use of vegetation and composting 
that serves the community. 

 
Roger Shubert, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 



I would support the idea of exploring the development of an environmental plan for the City of Park 
Ridge, but would like to understand more about the scope and cost of a plan compared to other planning 
priorities of need at the City.  I feel that we have elements of a plan already in place, but maybe not 
necessarily formalized in a plan.  The three major priorities I would include are stormwater management, 
recycling, and usage of green roadway technologies.  First, stormwater management would take the 
form of considering retention or detention strategies with all new commercial property developments in 
Park Ridge as well as residential developments (including major remodeling), which we have been 
practicing in recent times.  For recycling, it is important to continue to educate the community on the 
benefits of recycling with respect to residents, schools, park districts and at community events (i.e. Taste 
of Park Ridge).  We should also consider pilot programs for using green technologies for roadways and 
alley paving programs, although there are challenges in Park Ridge with the ground surface being 
primarily a clay-base which impedes absorption and runoff when using permeable paving technologies. 
 
Jack S Barnette, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
I would support the development of an environmental plan for Park Ridge. The plan should be 
comprehensive and practical to address the whole range of issues that could impact our residents. I have 
just retired from the U.S.EPA after 38 years of service. Environmental and sustainability issues are 
important to me and the future of Park Ridge. The three major issues that need to be included are 
flooding and stormwater management, Noise Pollution (especially aircraft noise), and Indoor and 
outdoor air quality (think healthy homes, schools, and rising asthma rates). A fourth issue is traffic and 
parking in the downtown area. 
 

Do you have a specific example to share how you think the collective PR community 
(residents, schools, businesses, government, and not-for-profits) could work together to 
reduce the impact on the environment? 
 
Lucas Fuksa, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
I think one easy and impactful way we can reduce this is to go paperless to the greatest extent we can. 
This not only has the obvious environmental benefits, but will streamline and make more efficient many 
of the ways the city handles, permitting, applications, payments, etc.    
 
Marty Maloney, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
Currently there is no connectivity between the taxing bodies, the residents or the businesses in town to 
make progress in addressing environmental issues in Park Ridge.   There are individual silos where 
progress is being made, but no coordination of efforts or expand their scope to achieve greater success.     
  
I have seen first-hand what is happening in one school in District 64.  My wife was responsible for 
securing grants for Lincoln Middle School to shift from disposable utensils to permanent ones, she ran 
their “Green Team” for many years, ran book recycling drives, school supply recycling drives, promoted 
waste-free lunches, began a seed library, as well as worked with students to show them ways in which 
they can help their community at large.  That however was one school and I do not think there was 
coordination with other schools in the District, or anyone outside of the District 64.     
  
That is not a criticism of Lincoln Middle School or District 64, but I do see value in connecting the silos 
that are already doing great work.  There is a vacuum of leadership and Park Ridge would benefit from a 
coordinated approach that values each organization and what they are accomplishing.  
  



At home, we value many of those same principles that my wife brought to Lincoln Middle School.  Among  
other things, we recycle, compost, and have coordinated a number of “drives” through one of the local 
Park District affiliates to give sporting equipment an extra life by donating it to organizations that will 
use it.  My wife has worked with and coordinated with an organization named “Angel Babies” that takes 
wedding gowns that people no longer want/need and allow them to be re-purposed into smaller gowns 
and donated to families for babies that do not make it home from the hospital.    
  
I believe that our family is not significantly different from many families in Park Ridge that are doing 
their best to improve the world in which we live and the environment.   Providing a way to connect these 
silos would be a positive step for the community 
 
Gail Wilkening, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
I know there is a great interest in bicycling, and making more bike paths available. Encouraging bike 
riding for short trips and having bike racks plentiful make good sense. 
 
Rick Van Roeyen, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
I believe that community members would voluntarily support efforts to reduce our impact on the 
environment given appropriate educational opportunities 
 
Roger Shubert, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
An educational program on the benefits of recycling would be helpful for each of these entities, 
promoting the use of the beige-top recycling cans for residents, emphasizing their usage at events like 
the Taste of Park Ridge, and making sure that the schools, the park district, City Hall, and local 
businesses offer opportunities for customers to recycle and also recycle properly themselves in a cost-
effective manner without adding additional regulations. 
 
Jack S Barnette, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
Citizen input and involvement are essential to the success of any sustained effort to improve the 
environment and quality of life in our community. Expanding the program to fund insulating and sound-
proofing Park Ridge homes and businesses would help reduce the health impacts of excessive aircraft 
noise and would help homeowners reduce energy use. That is a win-win for the people and the 
environment. I also believe the expanded use of native plants will have a number of benefits such as: 
habitat creation for native pollinators, water retention, carbon sequestration (due to the longer root 
systems, and a reduction in mowing, and pesticide use.). 
 

We have a Community Health Commission that addresses sustainability, while also trying to 
address five completely other areas of focus at the same time.  GGPR recommends creating a 
Sustainability Commission that makes environmental recommendations to the City Council 
like our neighboring communities have.  Would you support this? 
 
Lucas Fuksa, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
Yes, on a volunteer basis. Similar to our other task forces. 
 
Marty Maloney, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
The areas that the Community Health Commission decided to focus upon were decided by the 
Commission members themselves when the Commission was revitalized a few years ago.  The 
Commission was originally established to focus upon substance abuse.  With the great work that MYCAF 



was/is doing, the Commission was searching for other areas in which it could provide value and decided 
upon the six areas that are listed on the City’s website.   At the time the City Council was discussing the 
future of the Community Health Commission, I was in favor of sun-setting the Commission and then 
reforming as a Task Force that would focus upon sustainability and environmental issues.  It would allow 
the organization to be under the umbrella of the City of Park Ridge and would work with the other taxing 
bodies in town, interested citizens, larger businesses, etc.   The Council at the time favored keeping the 
Commission intact, adding new members and allowing them to chart their own course – which they have 
done.    
  
As that was the will of the majority of Council, as well as the members who were serving on the 
Commission at that time, I supported that decision.    
  
As I have stated throughout this questionnaire, I think there may be a better way to move forward but 
would do so in consultation with the Council and the members of the Community Health Commission. 
 
Gail Wilkening, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
A Sustainability Commission could educate the citizens about the value of sustainable practices.  Healthy 
living is part and parcel to this. Encouraging recycling, composting, and waste reduction are aspects that 
are important and with some education, could become second nature to our citizens. The Farmers’ 
Market has been a great place to reach people of all ages. And of course, our school-age children can be 
invaluable to teaching these practices to their parents!   
 
Rick Van Roeyen, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
I am a supporter of sustainability.  However, the set up of the Health Commission seems appropriate at 
this time.  Too often we have created commissions that end up being dissolved due to low turn out, 
and/or limited meeting dates.  Combining a few issues does not seem to harm our sustainability efforts, 
in my opinion. 
 
Roger Shubert, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
I support the idea of focusing on the topic of sustainability, but I do not feel that it warrants establishing 
a separate commission at this time.  The City Council is still in the process of streamlining the number of 
Boards, Commissions, and Task Forces in the City.  I would look to categorize sustainability as an area of 
focus into the current Community Health Commission, and present ideas and recommendations to the 
City Council as in the same manner as the Bike Task Force (of which I am the liaison) recently did in 
December 2016.  If those efforts are successful, and the number of sustainability initiatives is substantial, 
then maybe at that time the City Council could discuss adding a full Board or Commission.  The CHC may 
need to consider prioritizing areas of focus as we are doing on the City Council. 
 
Jack S Barnette, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
I am currently on the Community Health Commission. Though to some extent the Commission is still 
struggling to fulfill it's primary mission, it is beginning to make real progress in addressing a number 
health issues that effect Park Ridge residents. I would like to see the creation of a separate commission 
that was specifically developed to make recommendations on environmental issues and potential 
projects. 
 

Are you aware that many businesses within Park Ridge do not recycle?  What do you think 
the City can or should do about this? 
 



Lucas Fuksa, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
Yes, we should encourage businesses to recycle. We should highlight their efforts and reward them. We 
need to encourage landlords also so they can motivate their tenants. 
 
Marty Maloney, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
I am aware that there are businesses in town, as there are residents in town, who do not recycle.   In the 
case of residents, I believe the City can work to educate the community as to why it is important to 
recycle both for the environment as well as for the City economically – based upon the contract we have 
with Groot.      
  
As far as businesses are concerned, I think the City can educate in a similar way and can be a resource for 
a business looking for guidance in how to incorporate recycling into their contract.  In the end, it is the 
decision of each business if they would like to recycle or not, as they are responsible for procuring their 
own waste hauling services.    
 
Gail Wilkening, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
Since businesses and office buildings pay for their own waste hauling, I don’t see a way to mandate 
recycling in these instances.  Any mandate would cost business owners, and that cost would be passed 
on to tenants and customers 
 
Rick Van Roeyen, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
Local businesses should be encouraged and perhaps given some type of incentive to support recycling 
efforts within the community.  How that would work remains to be seen at this time. 
 
Roger Shubert, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
Yes I am aware of this fact.  I would propose that the Community Health Commission take the lead in 
developing an educational program in conjunction with the schools, Park District, and Chamber of 
Commerce to target businesses with clear, concise messaging around the benefits of recycling, along 
with step-by-step instructions on how to recycle, what items need to be recycled, and that the use of 
plastic bags in recycle bins should be discouraged.  The effort could include a multi-channel campaign 
using print, digital content, social media, and messaging on the local public access TV channel to 
residents and businesses.  The CHC would have to determine how to pay for such a program, and this 
could be presented to and discussed by the City Council. 
 
Jack S Barnette, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
Homeowners are expected to recycle bottles, paper goods and other recyclable household materials. It 
seems reasonable that businesses should be expected to do the same. Businesses generally have to pay 
for trash removal service, so there may be addition costs for recycling service. I wouldn't want the costs 
to be too burdensome, but through a city-wide education and outreach program - possibly in 
cooperation with the Chamber and various business leaders - we could instill a sense of how we would 
like expect businesses to operate in our City. 
 

In 2016 the City tax levy decreased by $1.8 million.  Do you think that money could have been 
used for environmental projects? 
 
Lucas Fuksa, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 



While we support trimming the budget to make Park Ridge more affordable we do believe that the 
flooding is a very serious environmental problem that must be addressed.  We have already paid for 
studies addressing the problem, it is time to act. 
 
 Marty Maloney, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
The money could have been used for environmental projects in the same way it could have been used for 
any of the projects on the capital project list, for resurfacing more streets, lining more sewers, increasing 
funding to the library, paving an alley, or any number of items that the City has in our budget plans for 
the next few years.    
  
The better question is should the City have used that money for any of those items, including 
environmental projects, and that answer is no.     
  
The reason the answer is no is because when the City increased the tax levy in 2014 it did so for three 
primary reasons:  the Uptown TIF Debt, our pension liabilities, and the library referendum that was 
approved by our residents.   It was a large increase and at the time we explained the reasons why we 
needed to ask for such a large increase.    
  
After years of draining our general fund – borrowing money from it to pay our obligations, knowing we 
would never be able to pay ourselves back, the City Council made a decision to take the necessary steps 
that would allow us to get out of our dire financial situation which was a result of bad decisions made 
years earlier believing the promises that were made by the developers of the Uptown TIF area who left 
after the project was built and left the residents of Park Ridge behind to pay for their empty promises.     
  
I hope this is not the last time we will be able to reduce the property tax levy.  It is my goal to do it again 
next year, and the year after.   There are always additional projects and ways in which the City can spend 
taxpayer dollars, but that doesn’t mean we should ignore opportunities to lower the tax burden to our 
residents and business owners.    We were able to take less money from the taxpayers this past year, and 
it was the right thing to do.   We will budget and plan for future environmental projects that make sense 
for the City and I hope to implement them over the next four years, as I am Mayor – but using the $1.8M 
to do that this year, would not have been the right thing to do.   
 
Gail Wilkening, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
If there were any real flood control projects in the works, the Council could have raised the money thru 
the Stormwater Utility Fee and used some of the surplus.  As it is, to practice fiscal discipline, the City 
only takes money when they need it.  That seems prudent. 
 
Rick Van Roeyen, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
Funds collected for city use are collected with purpose for proposed budgetary expenses.  It should be a 
very rare situation where the council decided to spend money simply because we have a surplus.  In the 
specific case of the 1.8 million dollars noted, it is with great pride that I can tell community members that 
their city portion of their tax bill will be reduced by over 8%.  Sustainability and environmental projects 
should be considered as a matter of course through the budgetary process. 
 
Roger Shubert, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
In my view, it was important to demonstrate that property tax levies can be reduced, which doesn’t 
happen often in units of government across the state of Illinois.  The City of Park Ridge has finally 
undertaken a strategic planning process in 2016 that should help determine our strategic capital and 



operating budget needs and priorities over the next several years.  If environmental projects are at or 
near the top of that prioritized list, then future surpluses should be considered for investment in these 
projects.  For example, I know that stormwater management projects generally rank at the top of the list 
for the current City Council, and as we develop the citywide stormwater master plan and the set of 
projects to prioritize, I am sure these will be given strong consideration for funding and execution. 
 
Also, I currently serve as the City Council liaison on the Bike Task Force.  We have delivered a set of initial 
recommendations to the City Council for consideration, including development of a Bike Plan, adding 
additional Bike Parking, and reducing potentially dangerous storm drains across Park Ridge.  These types 
of priorities benefit the environment in terms of encouraging additional bike transportation and reducing 
auto parking and traffic flow around the community.  Some of these recommendations are moving 
forward during the current fiscal year (FY17), and some will be discussed in the upcoming FY18 budget 
workshops in March and April. 
 
Jack S Barnette, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
People generally complain about the high taxes in Park Ridge. A tax break (small as it was for each 
individual) was welcome news to a vast number of Park Ridge home-owners. PR is still largely a fiscally 
conservation community. Having said that, I believe that citizens would support environment projects 
that directly and substantially benefit their quality of life. 
 

Flooding and parking in Park Ridge are major concerns.  Would you agree that every new 
appropriate Public Works project should reflect opportunities for our town that can offset 
these problems with flood reduction and pedestrian/bike friendly efforts?  Why or why not? 
 
Lucas Fuksa, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
I agree that efforts should be made to address flooding and bike transportation. Flooding has been an 
issue that our city government has been kicking down the road for many, many, years. This impacts not 
only our environment but also our property values, which in turn affects how much everyone else needs 
to contribute in the form of property taxes. There are also things homeowners can do to address flooding 
individually, such as overhead sewers, and some communities provide reimbursement programs for 
those projects. 
 
Biking has many positive impacts for our community, the most obvious of which is the reduction of 
pollution transmitted from our vehicles. But also, it is part of the solution to the parking problem 
experienced in Park Ridge; more bikes means less cars which means more available parking. 
 
Marty Maloney, Candidate, Mayor, Park Ridge 
Yes, each new project Park Ridge reflects the City’s commitment to reduce the problems associated with 
flooding, as well as provide a safer environment for people to navigate through Park Ridge on foot or on 
bike.     
 
The City has a Stormwater Management Ordinance (11-3 in our Municipal Code), which is stricter than 
what is required by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District,  and supports our goal of improving 
the situation each and every instance where development is occurring.  The goal of our ordinance is:    
 
-To assure that new development does not increase the drainage or flood hazards to itself or others.  



-To lessen the burden on the taxpayer for flood control project, repairs to flood-damaged public facilities 
and utilities, and flood rescue and relief operations caused by increased stormwater runoff quantities 
from new development  
-To protect, conserve, and promote the orderly development of land and water resources  
  
 The City recently formed a task force made up of residents who are committed to increasing pedestrian 
and bicycling safety as well as encouraging people to use both methods as means of transportation.  I 
am proud of the work they are doing and look forward to acting on their recommendations as they come 
back to the City Council.   
 
Gail Wilkening, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
Mitigating flooding is good for everyone in the city and good for the environment. Every time we flood, 
tons of household items are thrown into landfills.  Flood control is a good thing on many levels. 
 
There is no doubt that parking lots cover up land that can absorb rainwater and alleviate some flooding.  
That said, there is also no doubt that there are more and more automobiles, and that they need a place 
to park when visiting local merchants and shops. I believe flooding issues need to be taken into account 
whenever a project of this sort is undertaken.  I’ve seen some information on permeable pavers and think 
that might be an interesting concept to investigate. 
 
Also, people need to be educated on very simple logical things that they might not think of.  For example, 
do not use your dishwasher, washing machine or shower during downpours! Keep indoor water usage to 
a minimum during storms to help our sewer system.   
 
Rick Van Roeyen, Candidate, 3rd Ward, Park Ridge 
I am not certain that I fully understand this question.  All public works projects take flooding issues into 
consideration.  All property development projects are required to demonstrate that their construction 
does not add to already challenging flood issues in the city.  Improving pedestrian and bike routes 
throughout the city is something that should be considered routinely as we embark on any new project 
that might change matters relating to either. 
 
Roger Shubert, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
Yes, and as the Public Works Committee Chair and City Council liaison to the Bike Task Force, I am 
focused on making sure that flood mitigation and pedestrian/bike friendly initiatives are considered in all 
PW projects and are included as part of any grant writing process for any future streetscape or roadway 
improvements that the City applies for and are awarded by state or federal government entities.  If I am 
re-elected in April, I will continue these efforts into my second term as the alderman of the Fourth Ward. 
 
Jack S Barnette, Candidate, 4th Ward, Park Ridge 
I would support the notion that a substantial number of public works projects should reflect 
opportunities to offset flooding, stormwater management, and traffic/parking problems. I think it might 
be unrealistic to suggest that 'every new' project address these issues. Park Ridge is an older, nearly fully 
developed community. There could be emergency issues that arise that would have to be prioritized. 


